BOOKWORMS BOOK CLUB
The Bookworms Book Club is a reading group for adults
that meets at 1:00 on the third Wednesday of each month.
All are welcome to read along with us and attend our discussions in the library meeting room. No registration
is required.

2019 BOOK CLUB READING LIST
Wednesday, January 16th
Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate F WIN
Memphis, Tennessee, 1936. The five Foss children find their lives changed forever when their parents leave them alone on the family
shantyboat one stormy night. Rill Foss, just twelve years old, must protect her four younger siblings as they are wrenched from their
home on the Mississippi and thrown into the care of the infamous Georgia Tann, director of the Tennessee Children's Home Society.
South Carolina, Present Day. Avery Stafford has lived a charmed life. Loving daughter to her father, a U.S. Senator, she has a promising
career as an assistant D.A. in Baltimore and is engaged to her best friend. But when Avery comes home to help her father weather a
health crisis and a political attack, a chance encounter with a stranger leaves her deeply shaken. Avery's decision to learn more about
the woman's life will take her on a journey through her family's long-hidden history.

Wednesday, February 20th
The Japanese Lover by Isabel Allende F ALL
In 1939, as Poland falls under the shadow of the Nazis, young Alma Belasco’s parents send her away to live in safety with an aunt and
uncle in their opulent mansion in San Francisco. There she encounters Ichimei Fukuda, the quiet and gentle son of the family’s Japanese gardener. Unnoticed by those around them, a tender love affair begins to blossom. Following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor,
the two are cruelly pulled apart as Ichimei and his family are forcibly relocated to an internment camp. Throughout their lifetimes, Alma
and Ichimei reunite again and again, but theirs is a love that they are forever forced to hide from the world. Decades later, Alma is nearing the end of her long and eventful life. Irina Bazili, a care worker, meets the elderly woman and her grandson, Seth, at San Francisco’s
eccentric Lark House nursing home. As Irina and Seth forge a friendship, they become intrigued by mysterious gifts sent to Alma, eventually learning about Ichimei and this extraordinary secret passion that has endured for nearly seventy years.

Wednesday, March 20th
The Monk of Mokha by Dave Eggers B ALK
Mokhtar Alkhanshali is twenty-four and working as a doorman when he discovers the astonishing history of coffee and Yemen’s central
place in it. He leaves San Francisco and travels deep into his ancestral homeland to tour terraced farms high in the country’s rugged
mountains and meet beleaguered but determined farmers. But when war engulfs the country and Saudi bombs rain down, Mokhtar has
to find a way out of Yemen without sacrificing his dreams or abandoning his people.

Wednesday, April 17th
The Radium Girls: the Dark Story of America’s Shining Girls
by Kate Moore 363.17 MOO
The Curies’ newly discovered element of radium makes gleaming headlines across the nation as the fresh face of beauty, and wonder
drug of the medical community. From body lotion to tonic water, the popular new element shines bright in the otherwise dark years of the
First World War. Meanwhile, hundreds of girls toil amidst the glowing dust of the radium-dial factories. The glittering chemical covers
their bodies from head to toe; they light up the night like industrious fireflies. With such a coveted job, these “shining girls” are the luckiest alive — until they begin to fall mysteriously ill. But the factories that once offered golden opportunities are now ignoring all claims of
the
gruesome side effects, and the women’s cries of corruption. And as the fatal poison of the radium takes hold, the brave shining
girls find themselves embroiled in one of the biggest scandals of America’s early 20th century, and in a groundbreaking battle for workers’ rights that will echo for centuries to come.

Wednesday, May15th
Sapiens: a Brief History of Mankind by Yuval Noah Harai 909 HAR
One hundred thousand years ago, at least six different species of humans inhabited Earth. Yet today there is only one—homo sapiens.
What happened to the others? And what may happen to us? Dr. Harari compels us to look ahead, because over the last few decades
humans have begun to bend laws of natural selection that have governed life for the past four billion years. We are acquiring the ability
to design not only the world around us, but also ourselves. Where is this leading us, and what do we want to become?
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I Was Anastasia by Ariel Lawhon F LAW
Russia, July 17, 1918: Under direct orders from Vladimir Lenin, Bolshevik secret police force Anastasia Romanov, along with the entire
imperial family, into a damp basement in Siberia where they face a merciless firing squad. None survive. At least that is what the
executioners have always claimed. Germany, February 17, 1920: A young woman bearing an uncanny resemblance to Anastasia
Romanov is pulled shivering and senseless from a canal in Berlin. Refusing to explain her presence in the freezing water, she is taken to
the hospital where an examination reveals that her body is riddled with countless, horrific scars. When she finally does speak, this f
rightened, mysterious woman claims to be the Russian Grand Duchess Anastasia. Her detractors, convinced that the young woman is only
after the immense Romanov fortune, insist on calling her by a different name: Anna Anderson. As rumors begin to circulate through
European society that the youngest Romanov daughter has survived the massacre, old enemies and new threats are awakened.

Wednesday, July 17th
Pachinko by Min Jin Lee F LEE
In the early 1900s, teenaged Sunja, the adored daughter of a crippled fisherman, falls for a wealthy stranger at the seashore near her home
in Korea. He promises her the world, but when she discovers she is pregnant--and that her lover is married--she refuses to be bought. Instead, she accepts an offer of marriage from a gentle, sickly minister passing through on his way to Japan. But her decision to abandon her
home, and to reject her son's powerful father, sets off a dramatic saga that will echo down through the generations.

August - No meeting
Wednesday, September 18th
Beneath a Scarlet Sky by Mark Sullivan F SUL
Pino Lella wants nothing to do with the war or the Nazis. He’s a normal Italian teenager—obsessed with music, food, and girls—but his
days of innocence are numbered. When his family home in Milan is destroyed by Allied bombs, Pino joins an underground railroad helping
Jews escape over the Alps, and falls for Anna, a beautiful widow six years his senior. In an attempt to protect him, Pino’s parents force him
to enlist as a German soldier—a move they think will keep him out of combat. But after Pino is injured, he is recruited to become the
personal driver for Adolf Hitler’s left hand in Italy, General Hans Leyers, one of the Third Reich’s most mysterious and powerful
commanders. Now, with the opportunity to spy for the Allies inside the German High Command, Pino endures the horrors of the war and
the Nazi occupation by fighting in secret, his courage bolstered by his love for Anna and for the life he dreams they will one day share.

Wednesday, October 16th
A Place at the Table by Susan Rebecca White Fiction
Alice Stone is famous for the homemade southern cuisine she serves at Café Andres, a chic gathering place for New York’s cultural
illminati, and in her groundbreaking southern cookbook. But her past, on the other hand, is a mystery to all who know her. Upon Alice’s
retirement, Bobby Banks, a young gay man ostracized by his family in Georgia, sets out to revive the aging café with his own brand of
southern cooking while struggling with heartbreak like he’s never known. Meanwhile, seeking respite from the breakup of her marriage,
wealthy divorcée Amelia Brighton finds solace in the company and food at Café Andres, until a family secret comes to light in the pages of
Alice’s cookbook that threatens to upend her life.

Wednesday, November 20th
One Summer by David Baldacci F BAL
It's almost Christmas, but there is no joy in the house of terminally ill Jack and his family. With only a short time left to live, he spends his
last days preparing to say goodbye to his devoted wife, Lizzie, and their three children. Then, unthinkably, tragedy strikes again: Lizzie is
killed in a car accident. With no one able to care for them, the children are separated from each other and sent to live with family members
around the country. Just when all seems lost, Jack begins to recover in a miraculous turn of events. He rises from what should have been
his deathbed, determined to bring his fractured family back together. Struggling to rebuild their lives after Lizzie's death, he reunites
everyone at Lizzie's childhood home on the oceanfront in South Carolina. And there, over one unforgettable summer, Jack will begin to
learn to love again, and he and his children will learn how to become a family once more.

December - No meeting

